Pawtucket Legend 

Artificial Fill – Mostly highway and railroad grades.  Much made land in cities is not distinguishable, and has not been mapped. 

Swamp Deposits – Some swamps contain postglacial deposits such as silt, sand, gravel, and peat, but many small swamps on the ground moraine have only small amounts or none of these deposits, and till is at the surface.

Flood-plain Alluvium

River Terrace Alluvium – Alluvium on terraces formed by river erosion.  Adjacent terraces at different levels are grouped together. The river terraces within the quadrangle are too fragmentary to be correlated satisfactorily.

Glacial Stratified Deposits1 - Stratified deposits of gravel, sand, silt, and some clay deposited by glacial meltwater along streams.  The unit combines the following stratified drift deposits as originally mapped by Newton E. Chute, 1945-46; Outwash plains (Qo), Kame terraces (Qkt, Qkt1, Qkt2, Qkt3), Crevasse fillings (Qc), Kames and kame fields (Qk), Eskers (Qe).

Till – Nonsorted to poorly sorted, mixture of silt, sand, pebbles, cobbles, and boulders deposited by the ice as an uneven layer over much of the quadrangle.  There are at least two types of till; one is loose, sandy, and generally light gray with a thin oxidation zone; and the other is compact, slightly indurated, and brownish.

Bedrock Outcrops – Solid color represents individual outcrops; ruled pattern indicates large areas of abundant outcrops where surficial material is 10 feet or less thick.  Individual outcrops not completely shown in till areas. Extent of bedrock exposures in till mapped in part from aerial photographs.

1Original glacial deposits mapped by Newton E. Chute, (1945-46) have been combined into a single map unit called Glacial Stratified Deposits (Qsd) for vectorization purposes.  Modification was completed by J. Stone, U.S. Geological Survey, 2004.  For original map units, cross sections, and other symbology see Newton E. Chute, 1945-46. Surficial Geologic Map of the Pawtucket Quadrangle, Rhode Island, Massachusetts.  U.S. Geological Survey, GQ-?.
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