This map is a compilation of the surficial geology of ten, 1:24,000-scale quadrangles located in a portion of Bristol, Norfolk and Plymouth Counties in southeastern Massachusetts.  The ten quadrangles include:  Norwood, Blue Hills, Brockton, Taunton, Whitman, Bridgewater, Assawompsett Pond, Hanover, Duxbury, and Scituate.  The surficial geology of these quadrangles has been mapped by others (Maria list the names, date; of the authors of the 10 quads here).  The purpose of this compilation is to begin the process of converting paper surficial geologic maps into digital products and is part of a more comprehensive study to develop a statewide coverage of the surficial geology for Massachusetts.

This map was created using the following steps: 1) the original paper copy of the published surficial geologic map of each quadrangle was scanned and rectified by MassGIS. 2) The Office of the Massachusetts State Geologist vectorized the rectified image to capture and retain the line work of the original authors for each map. 3) Vectorized map units were then compiled and attributed into seven basic coverages, artificial fill, swamps and marshes, modern alluvium, glacial stratified deposits, glacial till, drumlins (thick till) and bedrock outcrops.  Any units not included in these basic coverages were retained as separate layers.  This simplified approach was used to facilitate edge matching between adjacent quadrangles. 

This map is provided as an interim product.  In the near future, information from this map will be combined with other quadrangles to produce a series of compilations of the surficial geology of Massachusetts.  The U.S. Geological Survey is conducting this compilation effort.
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